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all for Pilgrimage to Capitol to Prod Eisenhower 


he region-wide campaign of lawless- 

»-s embarked upon by white suprema- 

‘is's in the South has not been rebuked 
President Eisenhower or any official 
ish in his Administration. 

\Ithough the President makes frequent 

fing trips to Georgia and recently 

ent a considerable time in Thomasville, 
Ga., he has yet to acknowledge the crisis 
in racial relations. 

On Feb. 1 presidential assistant Sher- 
man Adams disclosed that the Whiie 
House had rejected a request from Rev. 
M. L. King, Jr., for the President to de- 
liver a major speech on desegregation in 
the South. 

Testifying before the House Civil 
Rights Committee, Attorney General 
Brownell made scant mention of the 
disturbances. He devoted most of his 
time asking for the right to file civil 
suits against offenders. He said the 
power to take criminal action which his 
office already possesses is often “too 
harsh” and “awkward”—since the of- 
fenders were usually “respected local 
officials.” 

Brownell’s solicitude and Eisenhower’s 
silence may have an oddly bipartisan 
political motive. One, since the Demo- 
crats have control of both houses of 
Congress and the Southerners have con- 
trol of the Democratic Party machinery, 
there is no sense in jeopardizing “more 
important” legislation by speaking out. 

Two, the November election in which 
Eisenhower made great inroads into the 
Solid South has revived the Republican 
hopes of establishing a two-party Dixie. 
The strategists fear that any principled 
stand on racial issues would destroy their 
toehold. 

They ignore the fact that much of the 
GOP vote was anti-Eastland, anti-Dixie- 
crat. Presumably they hearken to the 
moneyed, Texas variety of Republican- 
sympathizer. And indeed, an immediate 
party target is the special election for 
U. S. Senator to be held shortly in Texas. 
Under the rule that top man wins— 

ajority or not—the lone Republican 
‘ontender there is given a fair chance 
agninst a divided Democratic field. And 
should he win, the GOP would get con- 

of the Senate. 

‘0 one who lives in the South and who 
secks by the bomb’s early light to see if 
the flag is still there can be impressed by 


€ >a 


such reasons of political expediency. And 
therefore, in New Orleans, on Feb. 14— 
even as a dynamite-laden suitcase ex- 
ploded in Clinton, Tenn.—the Rev. M. L. 
King sounded a call for a “mass pilgrim- 
age to Washington” unless Eisenhower 
speaks out. 

He predicted that “thousands of Ne- 
groes, joined by thousands of whites” 
would make the journey. He said it 
would not be “a political march, but a 
pilgrimage that would be rooted in deep 
spiritual faith.” 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY—Smiling Ce- 
celia Rose Rollins, whose father is 
the Rev. J. Metz Rollins of Talla- 
hassee, celebrated her fifth birthday 
on Jan. 19. The same day Reverend 
Rollins was threatened with death if 
he rode the buses. He rede. (See 
more details on the Tallahassee sit- 
uation on page 2.) 





Koinonia Bombed: 
Damage Is Severe 


Nearly $7,000 damage was done at 
Koinonia Farm in Americus, Ga., on the 
night of Jan. 14 as terrorists bearing 
dynamite made their worst assault so far 
on the interracial agricultural coopera- 
tive. The farm’s roadside market was 

(Continued on Page 4.) 


Back in the forties the threat of a 
“march on Washington” forced enact- 
ment of a wartime FEPC. But judging 
from the moral opaquity now preva- 
lent in the nation’s capital, the pro- 
posed pilgrimage will have to take place 
if any attention is to be gained. 


President. Congress 
Petitioned by SCEF 


The SCEF board of directors, meeting 
in Atlanta on Feb. 3, petitioned Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and Congress to adopt 
federal statutes to promote the process 
of orderly change in Southern racial rela- 
tions. 

The statement declared: 

“We believe in education and we depre- 
cate resort to violence, threat and in- 
timidation as currently used to thwart 
the emergence of democratic changes. 

“We commend the restraint which, in 
many instances, has been as impressive 
as its opposite; and we urge upon all 
elements in our society support of legal 
and constitutional channels of action. 

“Because we believe in orderly change, 
we advocate the recognition of the right 
of Negro citizens to vote, and we look 
with profound concern upon the proposals 
of officials in many localities and of or- 
ganizations which are seeking to purge 
Negro voters from registration lists. 

“We respectfully urge the national 
Congress at its present session to enact 
civil rights legislation which will imple- 
ment the recommendations of President 
Eisenhower. And we request the Pres- 
ident to reinforce those recommendations 
to the Congress by appropriate declara- 
tion to the general public of his posi- 
ioe oa 

Those in attendance at the board ses- 
sion were SCEF President Aubrey Wil- 
liams, E. D. Nixon and Charles G. Gomil- 
lion, all of Alabama; Donald Stephens of 
Delaware; Albert E. Barnett, William A. 
Calder, John Wesley Dobbs and Mrs. 
Harry M. Gershon of Georgia; Lewis S. 
C. Smythe of Kentucky; James A. Dom- 
browski and Mrs. Fred Zengel of Louis- 
iana; Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Barker, Myles 
Horton, Herman H. Long and Mrs. How- 
ard L. Parsons of Tennessee; James L. 
Hupp and Rudolph Moses of West Vir- 
ginia. 
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Let’s Not ‘Brainwash’ Brotherhood 
By Alfred Maund 


In New Orleans the White Citizens Council protested celebration of 
Brotherhood Week in the schools—objected to such “brainwashing.” And 


maybe they have a point. 


Maybe our civilization has grown too complex for the idea of Brother- 


hood to have meaning. 


In the interests of clear thinking, such pious oc- 


casions as Brotherhood Week might well be abandoned. 


Too often the public shows of Brother- 
hood take on the murky character dis- 
played by an encampment of white 
churchwomen held recently in a Southern 
city. They assembled to Witness for 
Christ, and to assist them, they invited a 
Negro woman nationally prominent in 
religious work. After a hard day of 
Witnessing for Christ, the_ ladies ad- 
journed for supper. Not only was their 
Negro guest denied a seat at the table, 
she was not allowed to eat on the prem- 
ises of the church-owned camp. 

More primitive cultures attached a 
great deal of importance to the ritual 
of “breaking bread.” A visitor to the 
tribe council ate first and then partici- 
pated in the pow-wow, the belief being 
that a shared meal insured true and 
amicabie discourse. 

But the world is spinning too fast for 
simple, barbarous customs to prevaii. 
Today’s church, as Witness and as Host, 
must usually stand like a_ two-faced 
totem, peering in opposite directions for 
its perspective. (And let it be said to 
the credit of the White Citizens Councils: 
they would not have been so inconsistent 
as the white churchladies cited above; 
they wouldn’t have invited any Negroes 
in the first place.) 

However, some one might contend that 
the world’s mad whirl is bringing us, 
nilly-willy, to a point where Universal 
Brotherhood will be inevitable, if only as 
the alternative to total destruction. Yet 
consider this photograph which was dis- 
tributed to the newspapers of the country 
for use during Brotherhood Week not too 
long ago: A white soldier and a Negro 
soldier were pictured working together in 
perfect harmony. Good enough. But 
what were they doing? They were load- 
ing a massive, murderous cannon. The 
3rothers at whom this weapon was point- 
ed were not shown. 

Uncivilized man made no bones about 
the business of going to war. His battle 
dress was designed to make him look as 
inhuman as possible, both to inspire 
fear and to brace his own will; he spe- 
cifically renounced kinship with the 
enemy. 

Brotherhood Week occurs in the month 
of birth of two great American presi- 
dents. But this is tinkling symbolism un- 
less one has a sensible appreciation of 
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the “brotherly” acts for which Washing- 
ton and Lincoln are esteemed. 

Washington, the wealthy, cultured 
plantation owner, could hardly have 
thought himself the “brother” of the 
Negro whose slavery he opposed, or of 
those slaves his last will and testament 
freed. His feeling was likely more re- 
mote—but at the same time more pro- 
found. He possessed the imagination to 
see the similar human characteristics he 
and the slave shared. This similarity did 
not have the strength of brotherhood; it 
had the greater strength of implying 
himself in chains. 

By the same, admittedly, presump- 
tuous, reconstruction of history, Lincoln 
was not asserting Brotherhood in issuing 
the Emancipation Proclamation. He was 
identifying the slaveholder with the land 
speculator and the banker who had, in 
the past, treated Lincoln’s family little 
better than cattle. 

The nobility of the two Presidents lay 
in their ability to see themselves in oth- 
ers and to conceive of their self-interest 
in “multiple” terms. 

In short, selfishness—sublimely egotis- 
tical selfishness—is the soil of tolerance 
and the seed of social reform. And the 
flower of virtue is the deed which risks 
discomfort to the fleshly self in order to 
enhance the dignity of the self’s images. 

The hard individual who declares, 
“T’ll fight in the streets for their rights, 
but be damned if I’ll invite them into my 
living room,” may be closer to beatitude 
than the sedate soul who prates of the 
“Brotherhood of man under God,” yet re- 
fuses to worship with or sit beside his 
“Brother” of darker hue. 

To apply the foregoing dictum to the 
Southern scene, one need only point out 
the obvious: The curse of the region has 
been the general failure of the white 
population to recognize the Negro’s hu- 
manity, and this failing, in turn, has 
obscured the humanity of the whites. The 
white light of federal law—if nothing 
else—now makes mutual recognition pos- 
sible. The task is to stir the imagina- 
tions of both races to “share” situations, 
and to foster leadership that is deter- 
mined to better both situations. 

Brotherhood, as presently promoted, is 
too ambiguous a banner for action; 


COURAGEOUS MISS. 
EDITOR COMPILES 
SATIRIC WRITINGS 


P. D. East, the blithe satirist who 
edits the Petal Paper in Petal, Miss.. 
has collected some of his pungent 
attacks on racism into a volume that 
is now available at 50 cents per copy. 

This young white newspaperman 
—a native Mississippian—has man- 
aged for several years to needle the 
White Citizens Councils and _ thei: 
pretensions, and still survive. 

His humorous style, of itself. 
would deserve commendation. His 
unassuming courage makes his werk 
unique in Southern journalism. The 
SCEF has purchased a number of 
copies of his beek to distribute in 
Mississippi. We urge our readers 
to obtain copies of their own by 
writing the author. 


See Pages ———= 





White Students Join 
Tallahassee Battle 


The “passenger assignment” ordinance 
adopted in Tallahassee to circumvent 
seating integration was challenged by a 
group of young whites and Negroes on 
Jan. 10. Of the six making the _ test, 
three were arrested and three held as 
material witnesses. 

The incident—which involved two stu- 
dents at all-white Florida State Univer- 
sity—brought to public attention the de- 
gree of support FSU had been giving the 
bus boycott led by the Inter-Civie Coun- 
cil. 

On Jan. 23 a white graduate student 
spoke at an ICC rally, urging the elec- 
tion of a Negro minister who is candi- 
date for city commissioner. FSU an- 
nounced that the student would not be 
readmitted for the new term starting 
Feb. 7. And other students were warned 
not to participate in ICC projects. The 
FSU student newspaper countered by 
urging its fellows to do so. State legis- 
lators barged into the matter with de- 
mands that the department of education 
see to it that white students ousted for 
helping the boycott be denied admittance 
to any institution of higher learning in 
Florida. 





Brotherhood, purely defined, cannot be 
realized under prevailing conditions. Far 
from being made a catch-word, it should 
be cherished in private as a prayer-word 
to describe the stage to which our pres- 
ent struggles may allow a future geneva- 
tion to aspire. 
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Here’s Sweet MUSIC! 
Yes, YOU too, can be 


SUPERIOR 





Join The Glorious Citizens Clan 


Next Thursday Night! 


What? Worried about being socially acceptable? 
Learning to play the piano by ear? Taking dancing lessons? Using the right toothpaste? 
Possibly taking a course in public speaking? Want to be the life of the party? No need to worry 


anymore! The grand opportunity now awaits you! 


Join The CITIZENS CLAN and BE SAFE From SOCIAL WORRIES 


(Absolutely No Coupons Are Needed) 


BE SUPER-SUPERIOR 


Compare These 10 Freedoms with other Old Fashioned Offers 














Freedom to interorete the Constitution of the United States to your own * Freedom from fear of having economic pressure exerted against you! 
personal advantage! 


Freedom to hunt “Blackbirds” with no bag limit, and without fear of pro- 
secution! (To date no member of the Clan has been convicted for killing 
a nigger) 


* Freedom to yell “Nigger” as much as you please without your conscience 
bothering you! 


* Freedom to wonder who is pocketing the five dollars you pay to join! 
Freedom to sit on a jury in behalf of your fellow members! 


Freedom from worry and fear if you happen to sit before a jury! * Freedom to take a profitable part in the South's fastest growing business: 


: Bigtory! 
Freedom to exercise a great Southern privilege: TO EXERT ECONOMIC PRES- 
SURE! ® FREEDOM TO BE SUPERIOR WITHOUT BRAIN, CHARACTER, OR PRINCIPLE! 


(Many Other Freedoms, Too... Only A Few Listed Above) 








- - This Wonderful Offer Open To White Folk Only - - 


Other Items To Keep In Mind 








° No Niggers allowed! (Not even “good” Nig- emember: Not to join could mean you‘re a Nigger Lover! 
Remember: gers can join this SUPERIOR Clan.) R ber: 


Remember: You, too, can be SUPER SUPERIOR! Remember: The Time: 7:30 P. M., Thursday, March 22nd 


° For only five dollars, GUARANTEED SUPERIOR- e The Clan needs YOU—But most of all, YOU ma 
Remember: ITY! Y Remember: need the Clan! ‘ . 








This Page in Behalf of Liberalism, Fairness and Progress Donated By :.. 


The Petal Pape 
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Koinonia 

(Continued from Page 1.) 
blown to bits. Rev. Clarence Jordan, 
head of the Koinonia, describes the scene 
of the blast as follows: 

“When we arrived, the grass around 
the building was burning, and was about 
to set fire to a bee-hive. Although there 
were gathered there about 40 white peo- 
ple, including officers and state patrol- 
men, no one attempted to stop the grass 
fire. There was no word of greeting. 

“A Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
agent asked, ‘What was the size of the 
building?’ We replied that it was 20 ft. 
by 30 ft. He then asked what we thought 
was the value of the building, fixtures 
and merchandise. We guessed it be- 
tween $5,000 and $7,000. This was the 
extent of the interrogation.” 





Wade. Bradens Face 
Foreclosure Action 


A court commissioner, Jack E. Mudd, 
recommended in Louisville that the mort- 
gage on the Wade home—focus of the 
celebrated Braden case—be declared im- 
mediately “due and payable.” 

According to Mudd’s report to Circuit 
Court, the sole issue was violation of 
the mortgage contract. He said the 
Bradens’ transfer of the property to An- 
drew Wade was a “preconceived plan” 
and that Wade “anticipated the violence” 
that resulted. 

The Wade-Braden contention in the 
litigation was that the mortgage-holder’s 
attempt at foreclosure was based on un- 
willingness to let the property be trans- 
ferred into the hands of a Negro. 

Should Mudd’s recommendation be 
adopted by the court, Wade would be 
asked to pay $8,000 in a lump sum to re- 
tain his bomb-damaged house*and the 
Bradens would owe $1,891 plus interest 
on the second mortgage. 





Dixiecrat Raps 
SCEF Director 


Leander Perez, political boss, oil-com- 


pany lobbyist, and Louisiana’s arch- 
lixiecrat, told a White Citizens’ Council 
neeting in New Orleans that Dr. James 
A. Dombrowski, executive director of the 
SCEF, was the “worst Communist-front 
agitator in our midst and the most dan- 
gerous.” 

He called a petition the SCEF is dis- 
tributing “a lot of bunk.” The project 
he referred to is a statement of principle 
in which New Orleans city officials are 
urged to acknowledge the illegality of 
bus segregation and to take immediate 
steps to abolish it. 
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Letters 


To the Editor: 

There is a spreading consciousness 
among Democrats that their party is 
faced with a choice between rejuvena- 
tion and dissolution, and the Southern 
bloc is choosing the latter. It is natural, 
I suppose, that the Republicans should 
help this process along while pretending 
to pursue the opposite course. It is my 
opinion that if President Eisenhower had 
lifted a finger against Rule 22, the right 
to filibuster would have toppled. 

In 1943, when I urged FDR to go to 
bat against the polltax, I told him that 
the Southern situation would have to be 
cleaned up in ten years or the Democratic 
party would be killed by its inability to 
cope with the responsibilities of govern- 
ment. He said he realized the need but 
it was a matter of timing—and the time 
wasn’t ripe. When I talked along the 
same line with President Truman he said 
he wasn’t going to have his legislative 
program upset by a filibuster. Well, the 
time is now overripe and the party is 
developing gangrene. 

IRVING BRANT, Washington, D. C. 

Ed. Note: Irving Brant, biographer of 
James Madison, was the author of an ex- 
haustive article on Senate Rule 22 pub- 
lished by the Washington Post, January 
2, 1957. 


To the Editor: 

I wish to express my appreciation to 
you for publishing the account of my 
leaving Virginia in the October issue of 
the Southern Patriot. I hope it will help 
to serve the purpose of awakening the 
South to the dangers which it faces in 
pursuing a blind policy of enforced racial 
segregation, whatever the cost. 

THE REV. JOHN H. KNIBB, JR., 
MacKinaw, Illinois 


To the Editor: 

I’m very grateful for this (Southern 
Patriot) monthly word of news and in- 
spiration which comes from the SCEF— 
it certainly helps give a person a sense 
of awareness as well as a feeling of a 
like “community of concern.” 

TED BRAUN, 
Henderson, Ky. 


* 


These Bones Will 
Rise Again--Apart 

It’s never too late to do good— 
and never too late to segregate. 

In this spirit, the Episcopal Bishop 
of Louisiana Girault M. Jones and 
two eminent white colleagues pro- 
ceeded with the de-consecration of 
the Girod Street cemetery—first non- 
Catholic burial ground in New Or- 
leans. 

The Episcopalian-owned cemetery 
had fallen into disuse and disrepair, 
so it was decided to remove the re- 
maining corpses elsewhere. 

There was, however, a bit of a 

In 1822—the date of the 
facility’s founding—the insensitive 


problem. 


early Episcopalians buried people on 
the assumption they were dead and 
Accord- 
ingly, white and Negro shared the 
same hollowed soil. 


not on the basis of color. 


But the three latter-day clerics, 
adorned in robes ceremonial, recti- 
fied this ancient breach of taste. 
They personally saw to it that the 
corpses went each their separate-but- 
equal ways to more suitabie abodes; 
the whites to Hope Mausoleum, the 
Negroes to Providence Memorial 
Park. 


In hoe Jim Crow signo vinces. 
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